RAISE A COLT
75th Anniversary - Island Colt Stakes

Moments In History

1934
First stakes races held in Canada raced on September 20th at Charlottetown

1938    Futurities held during Old Home Week for the first time

1946    Canada’s first mobile starting gate used for the first time

1947    First stakes races in Canada under lights at Charlottetown.

1948    Club votes to request the establishment of a Racing Commission

1953    Races conducted in Summerside 

1957    Racing format changed from heats to double dashes.

1965    Committee formed to establish an Atlantic Breeders Stake (Atlantic Sires)

1967    First President George Callbeck dies.

1973    Club votes to incorporate under the name PEI Colt Stakes Inc.

1974    Government Grant increased to $4,000, Purses over $10,000 for first time

1976    Racing format changed to division racing with single dash winners.

1977    First PEI Colt Stakes yearling sale held in Charlottetown averages $2,000

1982    Government Grant increased to $5,000, Purses over $20,000 for first time

1984    Dunachton Dandy becomes first sub-2:00 three year old

1988    Government Grant increased to $25,000, Purses jump to a record $76,400

1992    Actons Heritage becomes first sub-2:00 two year old

1996    PEI Colt Stakes urges Government to study impact of VLT’s on racing. Presentation to Government standing committee by the Association asks for a share of VLT revenue and establishment of a Maritime Racing Commission. 

1997    Industry Task Force formed with Colt Stakes support and produces report recommending a role for Atlantic Lotto in promoting harness racing and the establishment of an industry association. 

1998    Island Breeders Series proposed to include races at both Summerside and Charlottetown. 

1999    Government Grant increased to $50,000. PEI Colt Stakes hosts meeting to promote a Maritime Industry Association with Provincial Chapters.

2000
PEI Harness Racing Industry Association formed with PEI Colt Stakes support. Association also proposes a stakes payment service through Standardbred Canada.

2001
Atlantic Classic sale proposed to be run by consignors and replace the PEI Colt Stakes sale. Island Breeders Series conducts first races.

2002
First Atlantic Classic yearling sale conducted with PEI Colt Stakes support.

2003
New constitution approved to reduce directors from nine to six.

2004    Hurricane Juan disrupts the stakes races and the 70th Anniversary plans.

2005    Purses over $120,000 for the PEI Colt Stakes. Island Breeders Series totals close to $300,000 with increase in the Government purse support to $80,000.

2008
Record purses of over $139,000 for the PEI Colt Stakes as well as a record twenty-four divisions
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